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Twenty years ago on Sept. 
11, 2001 Americans watched 
on television or were witness 
to the horror as aircraft hit 
the World Trade Center Twin 
Towers and crashed into the 
Pentagon. The images that 
were replayed over and over 
on the television and that 
others witnessed first-hand 
are seared in the minds of 
those of us old enough to 
remember. When the dust 
cleared, the Al Qaeda terrorist 
attacks not only united 
Americans but also changed 
our country forever. 

Nineteen men hijacked 
four US commercial planes 
bound for California on 
the morning of Sept. 11, 
2001. They committed 
murder-suicide killing 2,977 

SWAN VALLEY – Called 
“a jewel of faith” at its 
dedication Sept. 1, 1996, Our 
Lady of Swan Valley Mission 
Catholic Church (OLSV) 
celebrated 25 years Sept. 6. 
It has strived to follow the 
words spoken over it at the 

MISSOULA - In response 
to higher fuel moistures 
and sustained cooler 
temperatures, Missoula 
County fire protection 
agencies have lowered the 
fire danger to Moderate, 

Fire Danger returned to moderate, 
open burning remains closed
Story Missoula County Fire 
Protection Association

effective immediately. Fall 
prescribed wildland and 
essential agriculture burning, 
that closed last week, remains 
closed. Forecasted weather 
includes cooler temperatures 
throughout the area for this 
upcoming week, but also 
breezy/windy conditions 
daily and a mostly dry cold 
front coming in Wednesday. 

“Caution is still warranted 
with any spark right now—
but especially when breezy 
and dry conditions are 
expected,” warns Kristin 
Mortenson, DNRC-SWLO 
Fire Prevention Specialist. 

Since the beginning of 

Our Lady of Swan Valley Mission, located on Beck Road north of Condon, celebrated its 25 year dedication 
Sept. 6. Photo Andi Bourne, Pathfinder

Celebrating 25 years of faith, 
grace and sufficiency
Story Andi Bourne
Pathfinder

dedication “to be a spring 
of living waters, a school of 
wisdom where we will learn 
to put God first, neighbors 
second and ourselves last.”

“Given all the 
circumstances, keeping 
this church going for 25 
years would have been 
humanly impossible if not 
for the grace of God and 
the fidelity and a generosity 

of a handful of people that 
love God, are faithful and 
love their neighbor,” said 
Michelle Jenkins, OLSV 
pastor assistant for the past 
32 years.

For 17 years the Swan 
Valley Catholic community 
met for Mass at Faith 

See OLSV 
page 8

See FIRE DANGER 
 page 2

Members of the Seeley Lake Fire Department Chief Dave Lane, Shelley 
McGraves, John Baker and Captain John Homen standing for 102 
minutes Saturday, Sept. 11 on Highway 83 in front of the Post Office. This 
was the amount of time it took for the first of the two Twin Towers to fall. 
This was the 13th year the Department has done the stand-in on Highway 
83. Photo Andi Bourne, Pathfinder

Never Forget - 9/11 
reader memories
Story Andi Bourne
Pathfinder

See 9/11 memories 
page 12

people in and around the 
World Trade Center in New 
York City, in a field near 
Shanksville, Pennsylvania 
and at the Pentagon in 
Arlington County, Virginia. 
Most of those who perished 
were civilians except for 
343 firefighters, 72 law 
enforcement officers and 55 
military personnel.

Seeley Lake resident Tom 
Browder gave a gripping, 
personal account of ground 
zero in last week’s issue. We 
asked our readers to share 
their memories of that fateful 
day. Thank you to those who 
responded to help us all 
never forget…

*     *     *     *     *
Sue and I were in Portugal 

having attended a wedding. 
We were having lunch in a 
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Hungry Bear Bar & Grill 
6287 Highway 83 in Condon

406-754-2240

Live Music 5pm - 8pm

Join us this Saturday, 
September 18!

Show ‘N’ Shine 
in the Swan 

11am – 3pm

OLSV
(continued from page 1)

Lutheran Church. They 
built a strong ecumenical 
relationship with the 
Lutheran community.

“There was a time 
[historically] that Lutherans 
and Catholics would not 
share a church building,” 
Jenkins said. “We had such a 
great relationship.”

Following Mass Dec. 9, 
1990, Bishop Elden F. Curtiss 
told the parishioners that he 
would like them to build a 
Catholic Church in the Swan 
Valley. 

 “There was a collective 
gasp, ‘Is he crazy?’” Jenkins 
said. “We were a very small 
community of maybe 20 
families and our weekly 
income was something like 
$120 a week. Everybody 
thought it was impossible.”

Jenkins said Curtiss’s 
reasoning was to ensure 
a Catholic presence in the 
Valley. He didn’t feel he 
could do it without a church. 
In the Catholic faith there is 
a belief in the real presence 

of Jesus in the Blessed 
Sacrament. 

 “Obviously God is 
everywhere and we worship 
him everywhere but for us 
as Catholics, that presence 
of the Blessed Sacrament 
in church is really going 
into the whole sacred space 
because He dwells there in a 
unique way.”

The Catholic community 
stepped out in faith 
believing that the Bishop’s 
word was God’s will. With 
a nest egg of $17,000 they 
faced what seemed like an 
impossible goal to raise 
$100,000 to build a church, 
paying as they went. In 
spring of 1991, they formed 
a building committee and 
put out letters in search of 
property. Gene and Margaret 
Leistiko donated two acres 
of land off Beck Road.

As the pastoral assistant, 
Jenkins was tasked with 
sending out appeal letters 
to many people that she 
didn’t know. She was new 
to the Valley and was a new 
convert to the Catholic faith, 
becoming a consecrated 

woman less than six months 
prior.

On the list was Dr. Lendal 
Kotschevar of Lindbergh 
Lake. Not expecting to hear 
from him since she had 
never seen him at Mass, 
she sent the letter anyway 
since it was just the cost of a 
postage stamp.

Two days later he called 
Jenkins and told her if the 
church raised a certain 
amount, he would match 
the $22,000 required to 
receive the $60,000 matching 
gift from the Francis Baldy 
family of Rendville, Ohio 
through the Catholic Church 
Extension Society.

“It was a big challenge 
for us but we did it and got 
the $60,000 grant which was 
huge for us,” Jenkins said. 
“We built the church.”

They started with the 
plans for a one-story, 1,000 
square foot church. However 
after more discussion, 
Jenkins said they felt it was 
important to add space for a 
social hall. They decided to 
“stick their necks out” and 
build a daylight basement 
which more than doubled 
the cost. However, “by 
a miracle of grace” they 
raised all but $10,000 by the 
dedication. In the summer of 
1997, they received a gift of 
$10,000 and were debt free.

Local community members 
cleared the land. Architect 
and parishioner Larry Deeds 
designed the building to suit 
its wilderness setting and 
the congregation including 
20 families in the winter and 
many more in the summer. 
Rick Bishop of Bishop 
Builders was the general 
contractor. 

Sunday, Sept. 2, 1996 
Archbishop Alex J. Brunett 
dedicated OLSV Mission. 
The Mass drew more 
than 200 people. Father 
D.A. Okorn served as the 
founding pastor.

In his homily, Brunett 
emphasized the importance 
of “signs and symbols in a 
community, a place to gather 
and proclaim God’s Word, 
a sacred place where we are 
nourished and gain courage 
to go out and proclaim 
God’s Word, a place to 
be made aware of the 
responsibility to be a caring, 
loving person.”

Jenkins said the building 
project united the small 
Catholic community. To see 
it complete was a great joy 
and great strengthening 

for the congregation and 
allowed them to participate 
in true Catholic worship. 
She explained when the 
church was consecrated 
with holy oil by the Bishop, 
it was set apart for the use 
of God. This allowed them 
to worship “most worthily” 
according to their beliefs. 

“To have an altar that was 
dedicated for the sacrifice 
of the Mass was a very 
beautiful and meaningful 
thing for us which we 
couldn’t have in a church 
that we were just renting,” 
she said.

In the upcoming years, 
Jenkins said OLSV offered 
catechism classes, Bible 
studies, weekly services, 
baptisms and funerals. 
OLSV was also the local 
mission church served by 
the Sycamore Tree Catholic 
Retreat Center, a 24-acre 
property purchased in 
1968 near Peck Lake and 
developed to provide 
solitude and silence to 
enter into a deeper personal 
encounter with Christ. 

“I have seen so many 
miracles of people here 
in just 24 hours,” Jenkins 
said adding it changed 
her life when she went on 
retreat there in 1989. “It is 
a Catholic apostolate but 
everyone is welcome.”

While separate entities, 
the Sycamore Tree provides 
OLSV with the priest and 
volunteer staff.

“If we had to pay staff 
we couldn’t do either one,” 
Jenkins said. “We have 
always been self-supporting 
and just had enough, what 
we call ‘Gospel sufficiency.’”

In January 2006, two 
elderly, retired priests Father 
Stephen Tallman and Father 
John Wang of Missoula 
served as alternating Sunday 
Celebrants for OLSV. They 
alternated weekends until 
2009.

“They were like our foster 
fathers. We had continuity, 
we had stability,” Jenkins 
said. “They loved our 
community. We were so 
blessed to have them.” 

Father Michael Poole 
served as the pastor from 
2009-2012. From 2012-2015 
Father John Brown, a hermit 
priest at The Sycamore Tree, 
served OLSV as the Sunday 
celebrant, offering Mass on 
Sundays. 

In July 2015, OLSV became 
a mission of St. John Paul II 
Parish in Bigfork, Montana. 
Their Mass time changed to 
10:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. on 
Sunday. They also became a 
seasonal church only offering 
Mass from Memorial Day to 
Labor Day.

“That changed our world 
quite a bit because people 
don’t want to break in the 
middle of their day [to go to 
Mass],” Jenkins said. 

Father Craig Hanley 
served as the pastor until 
2019 followed by Father Bart 
Tolleson. 

Jenkins thought if they 
could return their Mass 
time to 10:30 a.m. they 
would increase attendance. 
Since they were a seasonal 
church, she felt that they 
knew enough priests that 
were committed to them 
that priest would be willing 
to substitute through the 
summer.

She approached Father 
Michael Drury from Missoula 
who had just gone on early 
retirement. After visiting for 
a couple of Sundays, Jenkins 
said he appreciated how 
accepting and welcoming 
the congregation was and 
he wanted to help. Jenkins 
asked him to serve as OLSV’s 
Sunday Celebrant. He agreed 
and served from 2020 until 
July 2021 traveling each week 

Our Lady of Swan Valley 25th Anniversary celebration Sept. 6. Pictured (L to R): Walter Meily, Altar Server; 
Father David Mary Engo, Priest; Father Bart Tolleson, Priest; Michelle Jenkins, Pastor Assistant; Bishop Austin 
Anthony Vette; Father John B. Wang, Priest; Father Michael Drury, Priest and Winston Meily, Altar Server. Fathers 
Tolleson, Wang and Drury all served at OLSV. Photo Susan Foster

Evelyn & Gene Leistiko at the 25th Anniversary celebration. Gene’s 
parents donated the land for the church in 1991. Photo Michelle 
Jenkins

Our Lady of Swan Valley Mission’s farewell to Father Michael Drury (right) 
and welcome to new priest Father David Mary Engo (left). Drury served 
OLSV for one year from 2020-2021 visiting every Sunday for Mass.  
Photo Art Keeler

See OLSV 
page 13
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to schedule your FREE in-home consultation
CALL BY JUNE 30

BOGO 
40% OFF

Call for details

855-452-8600

WEDNESDAY, SEPT. 22
9am - 3pm

Seeley Lake Baptist Church 

* Don’t forget to use your Senior Farmer’s 
Market Coupons before the season ends!! 

TAKING 
ORDERS FOR 

THANKSGIVING
TURKEYS! 

BAKED
FRESH

BREAD
HONEY

WINTER
SQUASH

Order at our 
stand or 
call/text 

406-402-7188

Large  
selection of fresh produce 
and canned goods!

Professional Window Cleaning   
16+ years residential & commercial. Insured

406-239-6150Additional Services
zwatersolutions.com

Lady Blackhawks fall to Charlo, 
defeat Granite
Story Nathan Bourne
Pathfinder

Of course the news network 
didn’t know what was going 
on either. No thought that 
this could be a terrorist attack 
even crossed our minds. We 
just couldn’t figure out how 
this was happening. The 
more we watched, things 
were becoming a little clearer. 
There was a plane that flew 
into the Pentagon by that 
time and they thought we 
were under attack. I called 
Bud—it took me three times 
to get through to him as the 
phone lines were all jammed 
and told him to turn on the 
news and that we would be 
home soon. 

By that time we were 
crying over all the people 
who were killed and how 
horrible this was. And we 
were only about 1 hour away 
from it all. We decided to go 
out and get some air and go 
to Mystic Seaport to try to 
have some fun, not realizing 
the impact all this would 
have. We got to the Seaport 
and they were already closing 
things down. Come to realize 
there is a Naval Submarine 
Base in Groton, only several 
miles away and they were on 
high alert. We walked around 
in the parking lot deciding 
what to do next and everyone 
had their car radios on with 
the volume turned up high 
so everyone could hear the 
news. We just listened like 
everyone else and cried like 
everyone else and was scared 
like everyone since we didn’t 
know what was happening. 
We were so close to the action 
and how do we get home? 
Are there roadblocks? Are we 
going to war? Is the country 
under attack?

At that point, we decided 
to just go home in case things 
got worse. So we started our 
four-hour ride home. We 
had to take the long way and 
avoid any big cities in case 
something else happened. I 
don’t remember too much 
about the ride home but that 
we made it. Of course, the 
following days and weeks we 
were glued to the TV trying 
to take in all that happened 
and finding out that yes, this 
was a terrorist attack. Calling 
friends to see who they knew 

that was either killed or hurt 
by all this and “what did you 
hear”? We remember seeing 
the horrible images of all 
three places that were hit by 
planes in the attack. People’s 
lives will never be the same. 

I will never forget 9/11 
and how close we were to it 
all. The fear and uncertainty. 
Being a little selfish knowing 
that my birthday will always 
be on Sept. 12 in the shadow 

of Sept. 11 and being sad 
for how many people have 
suffered and died through it 
all. 

We must never forget… 
people who were in the 
towers who died, children 
who died, firefighters who 
died and police who have 
died because of this cowardly 
act of terrorism. 
Chris Jewett
Seeley Lake, Montana

9/11 Memories
(continued from page 12)

The Twin Towers as they stood Sept. 9, 2001, just two days before the 
horrific attacks that caused both to fall. Photo Chris Jewett

The Seeley-Swan Lady 
Blackhawks split their week 
on the road with a loss to 
Charlo Sept. 6 and a win over 
Granite Sept. 11.

The Lady Blackhawks 
didn’t go down without 
a fight in Charlo. After 
dropping the first two sets 
15-25 and 23-25 they came 
out swinging and won the 
third and fourth set 25-21 and 
25-23. They came up short 

in the final set falling 7-15 to 
lose the match.

Sariah Maughan led the 
Lady Blackhawks against 
Charlo with 8 kills while Ava 
Thornsberry had 18 assists 
and Trista Wendel had a 
pair of aces. On the defense 
Maughan had 21 digs and 
Maughan, Wendel, and Cora 
Stone each had one block.

The Lady Blackhawks 
found more success in 
Granite where they came 
away with a three set victory 
winning 25-20, 25-23 and 
25-20.

Maughan again led in kills 
scoring 9 with Wendel and 
Stone right behind her with 
8 and 6 kills respectively. 
Thornsberry was credited 
with 13 assists while 
Maughan and Stone each had 
3 aces. In Dani Sexton’s first 
game of the season playing 
Libero, she racked up 16 digs. 
Stone had the only block 
recorded in the match.

This week the Lady 
Blackhawks host Darby Sept. 
16 with JV starting at 5:30 
p.m. and then head to Arlee 
for a tournament Sept. 18.

and staying at The Sycamore 
Tree. 

“It was a beautiful 
relationship,” Jenkins said. 
“We went from being a 
seasonal church back to a 
year-round church from 
Mass at 1:30 to Mass at 10:30. 
Attendance went up and 
was steady.”

Father David Mary Engo, 
who is currently serving as 
chaplain at The Sycamore 
Tree is also serving as the 
Sunday celebrant at OLSV 
since July 1. He, along with 
Father John Wang, Father 
Michael Drury and Father 
Bart Tolleson, joined Bishop 
Austin Vetter and the 
congregation in celebrating 
the 25th anniversary of the 
church’s dedication Monday, 
Sept. 6. Jenkins said it was 
a very traditional liturgy 
for the solemnity with 

sacred music offered by a 
professional Schola (choir) 
Kathleen Yeager and her 
daughters Hanna Bartel and 
Laura Vander Vos. 

“It was beautiful music to 
glorify God and lift up the 
people,” Jenkins said.

Jenkins said Vetter’s 
homily spoke about the 
church being on holy 
ground. It was consecrated 
and dedicated for sacred 
worship. It was a place that 
people come to meet God, 
have an encounter with God. 
The church is also a place 
where people meet God and 
stop to worship on their 
pilgrimage to beatific vision.

“We need to really 
reverence and be grateful 
and cherish that we have 
freedom to worship and a 
space to worship,” Jenkins 
said. 

Jenkins said 25 years for 
Our Lady of Swan Valley 
Mission is a victory for God.

“There are believers who 
hang on through thick and 
thin,” Jenkins said. “Even 
though we are a remnant, 
we live in a world that 
is becoming increasingly 
secular. It is not easy to 
believe but believers who 
are faithful to God will help 
save the world.”

She said they would like 
to see Christians of the Swan 
Valley come together as 
united followers of Christ. 

“We pray every Sunday 
for all our neighbors, all 
our fellow Christians in this 
valley for God’s blessing on 

the Swan Valley,” Jenkins 
said. “If there are Catholics 
out there who have drifted 
or fallen away from the 
church we would certainly 
welcome them home or 
anyone who would like to 
encounter Christ. Come and 
see. They would be most 
welcome in our church.”

Jenkins added, “Our hope 
and prayer for the future 
is that this church will 
continue to be a spring of 
living waters, a school of 
wisdom where we will learn 
to put God first, neighbors 
second and ourselves last.”

OLSV
(continued from page 8)

Following the Holy Mass celebrating the 25th anniversary dedication 
Sept. 6, everyone gathered for a potluck picnic at the church. Photo 
Michelle Jenkins


